
  

PERAMBULATION OF THE ROYAL FOREST OF EXMOOR 2011 
 

Route Instructions 
 
The boundary of the Royal Forest at the time of its sale in 1818 will be followed.  The 
boundary will be followed mostly on its outside; as a result of fencing, it cannot be followed 
closely in all locations, but can usually be kept in view.  About half of the route follows 
public rights of way, but it is possible to walk much of the route only with permission of the 
landowners concerned.  It is important, therefore, to keep strictly to the route, which has 
been agreed with the landowners.  The following detailed instructions and maps should 
assist with navigation over those sections of the route, which do not follow public rights of 
way. 
 
Walkers should not expect the boundary of the Royal Forest to be clearly defined.  In 
practice, the boundary exists in several forms, e.g. as a wall proper, as an earth bank (with 
or without visible stones), as a bank topped by a hedge, as a post-and-wire fence, as a 
sunken track, or as a row of vertical boundary stones, some of which may have been 
uprooted and left horizontal.  In some places, the form of the boundary has been 
completely obliterated.  New fences and gates are legitimately erected by landowners and, 
whilst these route notes are up to date at the time of preparation, they may be slightly less 
so on the day of the walk.  In most cases, a requirement to change direction is 
accompanied by an approximate heading.  Walkers should use map and compass in 
conjunction with these notes.  DO NOT ASSUME THAT THE WALKER IN FRONT OF 
YOU IS ON THE CORRECT ROUTE 
 
The route followed will commence and finish at Pinkery Exploration Centre (GR SS 
723411).  Vehicle access to the route is possible at the following locations:- 
 

1. Brendon Two Gates 
2. between Larkbarrow Corner and Alderman’s Barrow 
3. Picked Stones Lane 
4. west of Landacre Bridge 
5. Withypool Common 
6. between White Post and Moles Chamber 

 
 
All walkers should familiarise themselves with Emergency and Rescue arrangements, and 
be in possession of the equipment listed in the circular accompanying the entry form. 
Contact with Emergency Services may be made either by radio from any Check Point or by 
telephone (999 or to Pinkery – 01643 831437). The telephone at Pinkery will be manned 
throughout the duration of the walk – this means until the last walker has reported to the 
finish. 
 
Mobile phones will be an obvious advantage in an emergency situation; however, if a 
mobile phone is used to enable a walker in a non-emergency situation to retire from the 
walk other than at a Check Point, it is important that the retirement is reported to Control at 
Pinkery or to a Check Point Marshal. Retirements should normally take place at a roadside 
Check Point; this facilitates speedy return of the walker concerned to Pinkery. 
 



  

The St John’s Ambulance detachment at Pinkery should be called out for medical 
emergencies only. Sore feet and blisters can be self-treated initially by means of the first 
aid kit, which all walkers are required to carry. After treatment, the walker concerned can 
either proceed or retire and await non-urgent transport to Pinkery for professional attention, 
if necessary. 
 
It is important that walkers observe the Highway Code when walking on the road sections 
of the route and equally important that they observe strictly the provisions of the Country 
Code when off-road. Gates should be re-fastened and gates, fences, hedges and walls 
should not be scaled. If a walker finds a gate, which is padlocked, it is probable that he or 
she is on the wrong route. If climbing a gate is unavoidable, walkers should do so one at a 
time at the hinge end only.  
 
Short cuts should not be attempted and litter should not be discarded. Dogs should be kept 
under close control at all times. 
 
It is important to remember that the walk takes place only with the goodwill of the 
landowners – a thoughtless act may prevent the walk taking place on future occasions. 
 
 
Check Points will open at the following times:- 
 
Saddle Gate   08.00    Picked Stones Lane        11.30 
Brendon Two Gates            08.45    White Post    12.45  
Black Barrow             10.00    Two Barrows    14.15 
Alderman’s Barrow             10.30    Finish at Pinkery   15.15 
 
As stated in the initial circular, cut-off times will be imposed at White Post and Two Barrows 
with the aim of getting all walkers home before the end of daylight. Any walker arriving at 
White Post after 18.00 or Two Barrows after 20.00 will be deemed to have retired at either 
of those Check Points. 
 
 
 
 



  

THE ROUTE 
 
ALL COMPASS BEARINGS ARE MAGNETIC 
 
Pinkery to Saddle Gate (2 miles) 
Upon leaving the start, walk in the direction indicated by the starter, and pick up a path way 
marked in Yellow, which goes in a Northerly direction, keeping to the East side and above 
the River Barle.  When you reach the dam beyond which lies Pinkworthy Pond, pass 
through the gate at the East end of the dam.  When through the gate, turn left and walk 
along the top of the dam; continue in this direction and pass through the gate beyond the 
end of the dam.  Once through this gate, follow the path on a bearing of 300 to 
Woodbarrow Gate.  Pass through the gate, and continue in a Northerly direction on a 
bearing of 355.  The line of the forest boundary is vaguely marked by a sunken track, but 
accurate navigation is required.  When you start to walk downhill, look out for a facing gate 
near the angle of a hedge.  The Check Point will be close to the gate at GR 715435. 
 
Saddle Gate to Brendon Two Gates (3 miles) 
After leaving the Check Point, walk northwards for a short distance along the West side of 
the fence.  At the angle of the fence, turn east and continue along the North side of the 
fence line.  Keep as close as practicable to the West-East fence, using the stile at the 
approach to Warcombe Water. 
 
After crossing the stile at Warcombe Water, continue east following the fence line for 300m 
to GR ss 7381 4339. Here your fence line hand hold ends and you need to navigate. 
 
Pass through the gap in the fence and continue (SE) on a bearing of 120 degrees across 
open ground with the forest boundary only occasionally marked by a large stone. At the 
bottom of the hill pass through the facing gate, ford a small stream and continue with a 
bank on your right. Where the bank ends pass through the gateway in front of you and 
immediately descend to your left to cross Hoar Oak Water. After crossing the watercourse, 
walk up the hill, passing through a gate on your left near the Hoar Oak Tree, continuing 
East with the wall on your right.  Walk on in the same direction until you reach the Check 
Point at Brendon Two Gates, which will be situated at the roadside, immediately South of 
the cattle grid at GR SS 765432. 
 
Brendon Two Gates to Black Barrow (5 miles) 
Upon leaving the Check Point, cross back over the cattle grid and pick up the track which 
runs firstly North-East then turning East, keeping the forest boundary on your right.  Your 
path will veer away from the wall, but you will be able to keep the wall in view for much of 
the time.  Pass through a five-barred gate, which faces you, and walk ahead in an Easterly 
direction until you reach the South end of Badgworthy Water, where two minor 
watercourses merge to form the river.  Pass through the gate in the forest wall, and cross 
the footbridge to the East bank of Badgworthy Water.  Turn North, keeping the river fairly 
close on your left, and walk ahead until you are faced with a metal gate.  Pass through this 
gate and turn right (North of East), walking up the hill. With the fence on your right follow 
the boundary uphill aiming to the left (north) hand edge of the plantation in front of you. 
When you reach the plantation continue with it on your right for about 150 metres, to a point 
where the plantation fence goes right at the end of the plantation of young trees. 
 



  

Here, turn left on to a bearing of 80, and walk up the hill to a gate facing you (GR SS 804 
444).  Pass through the gate on to South Common and aim SE. After 200m pass through 
another metal gate and continue SE (bearing 130) to another metal gate at the junction of 
two fences. (GR SS 809 441).  After passing through this gate, you must veer away left to a 
gap above the rushes on a bearing of 40. Then walk slightly North of East (80 degrees) for 
1 km aiming at a gate (GR SS 816 445) on the far side of the field.  Continue East; steeply 
descending the track to cross Chalk Water, then climbing to follow the forest wall on your 
right, until you arrive at Black Barrow, the Check Point being situated close to a hunting 
gate at GR SS 832442. 
 
Black Barrow to Alderman’s Barrow (1½  miles) 
After leaving the Check Point, walk slightly East of South on a bearing of 172, heading for 
the middle of a line of trees, which can be seen ahead of you on the skyline.  Where the 
ground dips in front of you, there is a boggy section and you may wish to make a slight ‘left 
hook’ to keep you on ground which is both higher and drier.  Adjust your bearing to take 
account of any deviation.  The only sure way to negotiate this section is by accurate use of 
compass, particularly if visibility is restricted.  Upon reaching the metalled road, pass 
through the iron gate about 300 meters North-East of the cattle grid; the Check Point will be 
found at the roadside at GR SS 837423. 
 
Alderman’s Barrow to Picked Stones Lane (4 miles) - Map A refers 
Those wishing to complete the full distance of the perambulation must leave Picked 
Stones Lane by 14.00 hrs. Please shut all gates in this section there are cows and 
sheep. 
From the Check Point, walk along the road in a SW direction until you reach a sharp left-
hand bend (Larkbarrow Corner). Here, leave the road and keep close to the hedge on your 
right – do not pass through the gateway which is in front of you, but bear left across the 
open field.  Pass through the southerly gate on the far side of the field onto rougher ground 
and continue to a gate in the far corner of the field where the hedges/banks on each side of 
you converge. Pass through the gate, turning slightly left, and continue downhill until you 
reach an earth bank running in the same direction, the commencement of which is marked 
by a tree and a wooden railway sleeper placed vertically to serve as a post.  
 
Continue down the right-hand side of the bank, and pass through a facing gate. 
Follow the track ahead and climb to stony ridge. Then aim right down the track past gorse 
bushes. At the bottom on your right, pass through the gate which gives access to the River 
Exe – cross the river close to the hedge and bank on your right. On the far side, walk up 
the right (West) side of the hedge and bank which faces you. Continue up the hill in a 
general Southerly direction – as the gradient eases, follow the hedge as it veers to the 
West (right).  Follow the track under the top hedge and continue until you come to a gate 
on your left just after the end of the hedge.  Pass through this gate and, on a bearing of 
225, walk on for about 600 meters, until you come to a gate giving access to the main road 
between Exford and Simonsbath.  Cross the road to the half way check point at Picked 
Stones Lane. 
 
NB - DURING SUMMER MONTHS, THIS ROAD CARRIES FAST-MOVING HOLIDAY 
TRAFFIC. A MARSHAL WILL BE STATIONED AT THE CROSSING POINT - IN THE 
INTERESTS OF SAFETY, CROSS THE ROAD ONLY WHEN YOU ARE SURE IT IS 
SAFE TO DO SO AND DO NOT LOITER IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD.    
 



  

Picked Stones Lane to White Post (5½  miles) - Map B refers 
Those wishing to complete the full distance of the perambulation must leave White 
Post by 18.00 hrs. 
From the Check Point, walk due South the length of Picked Stones Lane.  At the point 
where the road goes right towards the farm buildings, pass through the gate in front of you.  
Walk south down over the hill, keeping the wall close on your right.  At the bottom of the 
hill, cross the River Barle. 
 
From the river crossing point, walk south up the hill, aiming to cross the first road at a point 
immediately below the cattle grid.  Keep to the left of the hedge, and follow its line roughly 
South-South-East.  As you approach the second road on level ground, move to your left, 
aiming to cross the road about 100 meters East of the cattle grid, and pass through a stile 
on the far side of the road.  Continue down over Halscombe Allotment in a Southerly 
direction, keeping the line of beech trees on your right.  
 
As you near the bottom of the allotment, look for a tin shed on the far side of the hedge with 
a telegraph pole in front of it and Willingford farm buildings visible in the background.  Look 
for a gate about 100 metres beyond the tin shed (refer to Map B).  Pass through this gate 
into a small paddock, swinging left to leave the paddock by a second gate, which will bring 
you on to the main track leading away from the farm buildings.  Pass through a third gate 
and continue along the track in a Southerly direction until you come to a bridge spanning 
Litton Water.  Turn right over the bridge and follow the track up the hill to the South.  Keep 
walking south on the track until you reach the White Post Check Point on the road junction 
at GR SS 813319. 
 
Near to White Post to Two Barrows (5 miles) 
Those wishing to complete the full distance of the Perambulation must leave Two 
Barrows by 20.00hrs 
From the Check Point pass through the gateway (aiming N. of W.) keeping right of a 
fenced exclusion area in front of you to pass through another open gate beyond a boggy 
area. Continue on the same contour keeping Litton Water below you on your right and pass 
through a smaller gate again keeping right of another fenced exclusion area. You are now 
on open access land and need to gradually climb away from Litton Water to the gate onto 
the road near Mudgate Cross. Turn right to Mudgate Cross and then turn northwest 
towards Sandyway. After about ½ mile, turn right and left at the staggered crossroads, and 
continue North-West along the road until you reach the Check Point at Two Barrows at GR 
SS 747362 
 
Two Barrows to Pinkery (4½ miles) 
Continue over the crossroads at Kinsford Gate in a Northwest direction; after about 2 miles 
the road descends to a sharp left-hand bend at Moles Chamber.  Here, leave the road and 
turn north, passing through a facing gate alongside a shed.  Follow the clearly defined track 
up the slight incline between the two fences, and continue until the track divides. Here, 
keep left and follow the track with the bank on your right. Pass through two facing gates 
and walk up over the field in a Northerly direction, gradually getting closer to the hedge on 
your left.  
 
At the top of the field ignore the gate on your left and pass through the gate, which faces 
you. Walk over the open field in a direction slightly West of North, gradually losing height 
until you arrive at a location where there is a signpost bearing directions to Challacombe 



  

and Moles Chamber. Here also is the commencement of a clearly defined track heading 
north and on your left is the end of a hedge running West- East. Follow the track to the 
North, keeping as close to the hedge on your left as the track will permit until you arrive at a 
facing gate giving access to the main road between Simonsbath and Challacombe.  
 
WATCH OUT FOR FAST MOVING VEHICLES and cross the road to pass through the double 
five-barred gate on the far side.  Once through the gate, walk on a bearing of 68.  As you 
reach the top of the field, Pinkery Exploration Centre will come into view, and a hedge will 
bar your way.  Without crossing the hedge, turn left and walk down the line of the hedge to 
the gate at the bottom.  Pass through the gate and head for the Exploration Centre, where 
the final Check Point will be found. You’re home! 
 
 
HIGH RIVER LEVELS - ALTERNATIVE ROUTE 
If the level of the River Barle is sufficiently high to render crossing hazardous, an alternative 
route will be used as follows: - 
 
After leaving Check Point 5 (Picked Stones Lane), walkers should continue along the road 
in a Southerly direction.  After passing Thornemead turn left into a track (Kitridge Lane) and 
follow this until a metalled road is encountered. Turn right on the metalled road and 
proceed down hill to Landacre Bridge. Cross the bridge and proceed uphill, still on the 
metalled road until just before the cattle grid at Landacre Gate where the normal route is 
resumed - see Page 3 of Route Instructions. 
 
In the event of a diversion caused by flooded water courses, this information will be 
communicated to walkers either at the Start or as they pass through Check Point 5 at 
Picked Stones Lane. 

 


